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Step One: Using the link below, please view the short video about life in, and the 
effects of, Jewish concentration camps during the Holocaust. (Please be advised that 
this video contains some disturbing images.) After you’ve viewed this video, please read 
the article that follows. It can be found underneath the video box.  
As you read, please begin taking reader notes in your daybook. (This can be done in a 
spiral notebook or in a binder. It’s really up to you. Really.)  Jot down the thoughts and 
ideas you find most striking/impactful. For example, let's say I read the following lines 
from the information presented on the history.com website: 
  

“The twin goals of racial purity and spatial expansion were the core of Hitler’s 
worldview, and from 1933 onward they would combine to form the driving force 
behind his foreign and domestic policy.”  
  

After reading this, I am interested in the fact that Hitler had two objectives. In my 
reader notes, I might jot down “I find it interesting that Hitler not only wanted racial 
purity, but he also desired spatial expansion.” (If I didn’t know what “spatial 
expansion” meant, I’d look it up...but you knew that already.) At this point, I will not 
require a set number of pages regarding reader notes. My desire is not a final number, 
but rather a thorough and thoughtful analysis of the text. I’m looking for quality, not 
quantity. http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/the-holocaust 

  

Step Two: Listen to this: http://www.radiolab.org/story/180132-how-do-you-solve-
problem-fritz-haber/  

You should handle this podcast as a text, continuing your daybook/reader notes as you 
consider what is being explored. (We will be examining and analyzing a number of 
podcasts during our semester together, so get settled in, get familiar with the style, and 
enjoy!) Begin to attempt to make connections between what you read in the background 
information and what is covered in the podcast. (Hint: I work really hard to offer you 
moments that enable you to make connections, because making connections is exciting. 
It also gives you an opportunity to feel brilliant, and that is always fun.)  

Step Three: You have been asked to read Chapter 3 of How to Read Literature Like a 
Professor by Thomas Foster. While reading “Nice to Eat You: Acts of Vampires”, I’d like 
for you to consider the roles/purpose of “creepier” characters in literature. This will be 
applicable to your reading and analysis of The Book Thief. I would also like to suggest 
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you read over Chapter 12, “Is That a Symbol”. I think you will find that helpful in your 
experience with The Book Thief.  

Step Four:  It is time for you to start the novel. The Book Thief is going to offer you an 
unusual narrator, as well as a life-changing read. You should continue developing your 
reader's notebook during your time with the novel. Note the moments that stand out, 
the images, literary devices, etc., that impact you during your experience. I would also 
like you to make connections between the novel and the work you did before reading the 
first page. (See steps 1-3.)  

    The last thing I have to say (I think) is a bit of advice, rather than instruction. It will 
behoove you to not get behind in the reading. Don’t put it off until the week before 
school, as I think you’ll be cheating yourself out of a rich experience if you’re rushed. 
Pace yourself. (I would also recommend you not wait to read, even if you don’t have my 
class until January. You’ll regret it. Waiters always do…) Enjoy your summer, and I look 
forward to seeing you in August.  

All the best,  

Pamela Henderson-Kirkland  

  

  
 


